THE RIDDLE OF THE WORLD.

u HAJRMAJrAMloka wichitryam^ All things are born

AA. of activities. Everything is in a state of continual
transformation. " Na cha nirodhosti na cha bhQ/uosti sar-
vadd; aj^tam aniruddham cha tasmdd saruam idam jogoit^
There is neither creation nor destruction ; there is neither
beginning nor end. " Vichdrena nasti kim chid ahetutah^
Yet nothing happens without cause and reason..

Every change is determined by a number of condi-
tions. The most striking of these conditions is ordi-
narily called its cause, and the change itself is said to be the
eflect of that cause. Strictly speaking the cause {fratyaya)
of any change is the totality of all the conditions needed for
its occurrence. That in the cause which makes the effect
possible is spoken of as the reason (heiu) of the change-
When a seed changes into a plant, that in the seed
which makes it become a plant of a particular kind is the
reason of the change, while the totality of conditions, such
as the soil, water, light, air, space, heeded for its germination
and growth, constitutes the cause.  Similarly sentiency,,
the germ of consciousness (mgnana bljam\ is the reason
for the development of individuality (n6ma rupa}^ while
the union of parents, the womb of the mother, the poten-
tialities derived from parents, vegetative and animal activities,.
and the environment constitute the causes that produce a
particular individuality.

No change occurs by itself. Every change stands in the
relation of cause to some other change, and in the relation
of an effect to a third change. All changes in the world
depend more or less upon one another. This causal nexus,,.
which is found everywhere in experience, is called in the
Dharma by the technical name of fmfitya samufp&da. A.
correct understanding of this dependent origination, of the
conditioned nature of all existence which has neither begin-
ning nor end, is of the greatest importance in Buddhism,
rf< Prafitya samutfadam pacyanti te dharmam facyanfi; yo